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FANCY FLEA. Festival visitors 
check out the row of seafleas 
at Fleafest 2011 in Six Mile 
Lake Provincial Park. The 
venue has been changed this 
year to Gull Lake Park in 
Gravenhurst on Aug. 25. 
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THE MUSKOKAN - They may not be the fastest things on the water but for many in Muskoka they are the most fun. 
Seaflea is a generic term for a wide range of small, homemade boats generally powered by a small outboard motor. 
They are often very personalized and, for many, they hold a special place in their cottage memories. 
Fleafest 2012, scheduled for Aug. 25 at Gull Lake Park in Gravenhurst, is both a celebration of the humble seaflea and 
a chance for builders and enthusiasts to come together, trade tips and show off their vessels.  
Chris Taylor, co-ordinator with Fleafest 2012, said the seaflea’s appeal is in its simplicity and the excitement one feels 
while operating them. 
“You’re literally inches from the water,” Taylor said. “You can be driving this thing around and going 25 to 30 miles per 
hour but in these little boats it feels like you’re going like a bat out of hell. It’s really cool.” 
Introduced in the late '50s and '60s, a seaflea can generally be built in a home for little money. Taylor said that if a 
builder already had a motor they could build a very basic seaflea for roughly $300. 
At Fleafest, there will be a variety of the boats both buzzing around in the water and on display on land. The event is a 
unique opportunity for prospective builders to meet with people who have seaflea construction experience and 
passion.  
“Anyone you talk to who’s either driven or built one of these things will tell you how great they are. They may not be the 
fastest in the world and they don’t compete with personal watercraft, but they’re just a lot of fun. Building it yourself and 
throwing a fishing motor on the back adds to making it really cool,” said Taylor.  
This year will be the second ever Fleafest. The first one was held last year and came together very organically 
following requests for a meetup from the user base of www.muskokaseaflea.ca – a website Taylor operates.  
In the end the 2011 event generated enough interest that it was considered success and Taylor hopes to continue to 
grow the event this year. Last year, more than 30 boats took part while attracting a significant amount of people of all 
ages. 
Taylor said there are a lot of older people in Muskoka who have fond memories of cruising around the lakes as 
children in their very own seaflea.  
“I helped my father build my first boat when I was 12 and, I’ve got to say, it was the best thing in the world for me. 
When I was 12 and it was just sort of that freedom you could have when you were a kid,” said Taylor. “It was just great. 
You could just putt around and do all sorts of stuff and sort of be the captain of your own ship.” 
For more information on Fleafest 2012, or to get plans to build your own seaflea visit www.muskokaseaflea.ca.  
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